he majority of people who practice a trade or participate

in a sport can do so for a lifetime without ever acquiring

the skills to rise to the top of their field. A few will acquire
those skills and hone them to a razor's edge to be among the best.
A very, very few whao rise to the top of their field will stand out even
among those at the top of their game. These people become legendary

for their skills and achievements and, often, for their personalities,

Carolina either know these people or ko
5 article turned int one more about the people than

r< trom now when peaple spi ale of nowed North

mien sitch as Mark Cathev and Fred Hall, youw can

yese sentlemen will be included in the conversation

e proud o say that 1 have gotten o know thiee of these gen

lemen over the vears. and they are counted among my fnends. |

MEET FOUR HIGHLY ACCOMPLISHED NORTH CAROLINA FLY-FISHING have worked with these men on more than ene occasion and they
GUIDES WHO HAVE BECOME LEGENDARY IN THEIR OWN TIME, have always conducted themselves in

a fair and professional manner. The

other pentleman’s reputation precedes
ki in a good way. All of these men
have miny achicvements to their credit

S 'm FROTOGRAPHLD SY MELISSA MeGAoX but they all share two things: theyre
just plain great guys and are respected
bw others in their fiekd. That speaks vol-
umnes. because the respect of your peers
is one of the hardest things to carn
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Oliver *Ollie”™ smith may no have heen the
first My-fishing guide in nerthwestern North
Caroling, but he is definitely the most eolorful
anc one of the best. 1 learned a long time ago
that 1o be a good guide you not only have 1o
get vour clients to catch fish, but you must be
a comedian, storyteller and philosopher. He
is all of these, Ollie was born in Charlotte in
1963 and started fishing soon therealter, but
in 1982 a life-changing event occurred. When
he started college ar Appalachian State, the
{ly-fishing bug hit him hard,

He is a self-taught fly-fisherman, going
through the school of hard knocks and trial-
and-error. He cut his weeth on the small moun-
tain streams around Boone and the tailwaters
of east Tennessee. After college, he guided in
Wyoming for a couple of seasons and did some
commercial saltwater fishing from Alaska o
the North Carolina coast. His heart was in the
high country of North Carolina, though. so
in 1995 he became a part owner of Foscoe
Fishing Company, the Orvis store in the com-
munity of Foscoe, between Boone and Banner
Elk. Then in 2001 he realized, although he

was the lead guide for Foscoe, that his heart
was in guiding and not retail. He sold his jor-
rion of the business and still guides independ-
ently 1o this day

Ofhe's biography on his website says " Ollie
Symith: Guneled Fanatic, Ollie has spent the last

¢ years catching fish. When not hishing,
Ollie likes to talk about ishing, when not
lking about hshing, Ollie enjoys thinking
ghaut shing.™ His ohsession with the spor
can only outdone by his enthusiasm for i, As
i fellow guide and common [riend of ours and
sabd onece, “*Every time you go fishing with
Mlie, it's like the first time he's ever been.
Every time he sees a fish rise 1o a dry [y he
is just as excited as he was the first time he
CVET saw @ Lrout rise,”

(llie is also a pleasure 1o work with or
around. When guiding on a river he always
conducts himself in a professional manner.
You can't fish with Ollie without his passion
for fly-fishing spilling over 1o you. Ollie’s
ehthusiasm, ohsession for the sport, spinning
O 1all tales and his bigger-than-life personal-
" have made him both a great guide and a

ndary figure in North Carolina fly-fishing.
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[ iF ¥ COULD HAVE DMLY ONE DAY FLY AND
il WET FLE TO FisH HORTH CAROLINA STREAMS,
WHAT WOULD THEY ae?
My Favorite dey Iy, although pretry much just
o eaily Fall Fly, is 2 boetle pattern. My
urface My isa Zebra midge, | fish itir
I ditferent colors, But it i a solid producer

aph ._|I':‘I i the winger

Iv" WHAT IS5 YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO FiSH FOR
THOWT I HOHTH I:ﬁ..ﬂl.l”l?

oAy water 've never hished before. | love to
Fxplore new places that I've never been before
The thifll of not ll.ll.ll“':"# what | mJHhr catch next
o what iy around the next bend 15 what | love!

{:WHAT 15 YOUR FAVORITE SPECIES OF FISH TO
PURSUE WiTH THE FLY-ROD?
&: 2

Muskie, aven though I've never gotten one on

021 ¥ou COuLD SHARE ONE PIECE OF ADVICE WITH
OUR READERS THAT YOU THINE WOULD IMPROVE
THE AVERAGE FLY-FISHERMAN'S ON-STREAM SUC-
CELS, WHAT WOULD IT BET

A Just ke the ald say

ring in golf "you drive far
thew and you putt for -I-_-ul;‘_l:,'mu,t Ay Rishermen
try to cast farther than they nesd to of have the
ability to effectively fish. Short, accurate and

soft-landing casts will catch more fish than long
casts. Very few people can cast accurately and
soft enough at long distances ta fish them effec-
tively, It is harder to praperly mend and set the

hook on long casts also. The short game is the

good game. &

Marty Shaffner is a writer and frshing guide
living in Ellein. He is a frequent contributor to
Wildlife in North Carolina,



